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10:15 – 11:30     

Shane Whalley  
The University of Texas 
at Austin 

Let’s Make it Better 
Instead of Asking 
Students to Wait for “It 
to Get Better!” 

Many of you have hopefully heard of the “It Gets Better” 
Campaign that went viral after the much publicized suicides of 
LGBTQ youth.  This presentation will address some of the 
current issues that LGBTQ students are experiencing in school 
and give tips and suggestions on how to make schools better 
so students don’t have to wait for things to get better!!! 

No Lectu
re H

all 

Megan Flowers, No Place 
for Hate® Austin 
Coordinator 
 
The Anti-Defamation 
League 
 

No Place for Hate® 
 

Want to start No Place for Hate® at your campus, but don't 
know where to start? Feeling overwhelmed at the idea of 
beginning a new project at your campus? Have you already 
earned the designation one year, but you're not sure how to 
keep up the energy for a second year? This session will cover 
the steps involved in helping your school earn the No Place for 
Hate® designation, along with best practices of successful 
staff, faculty and schools. 

Yes B101 

Pamela M. Brown-Ledet  
 
Kindergarten Teacher, 
Pflugerville ISD 

Building a Children’s 
Library That Transcends 
Stereotypes 

As schools and classrooms become more diverse, the need for 
literature that reflects student interests and cultures is more 
evident.  Participants will learn to answer a series of questions 
that will result in finding excellent books for home, classroom, 
and school libraries that portray real life experiences.   

Yes B102 

Pamela Revsine, M. Ed. 
Sage Miller, M. Ed. 
 
ARD Facilitators, 
Pflugerville ISD 

Working with Diverse 
Student Populations in 
the classroom 

This presentation will address working with diverse student 
populations in the classroom.  It will address supports and 
accommodations that work best with specific populations of 
students including: Autism Spectrum Disorder, Intellectual 
Disabilities, Emotional Disturbance, Other Health Impairment 
(ADD/ADHD/Epilepsy etc.), and Specific Learning Disabilities. 
 
In addition, this presentation will also include supports and 
classroom accommodations that address challenging 
behaviors that can also accompany students with diverse 
needs. 

Yes B103 

Pat Sekel, Ph.D., 
504/Dyslexia 
Coordinator, Pflugerville 
ISD 

“504” Ways to 
Accommodate Students 
in General Education 

For success in the regular classroom, educators must know 
how to accommodate the delivery of content, not the core 
content itself for students. A wide variety of reasonable 
accommodations for the K-12 classroom will be presented.  

Yes B104 

Mark A. Gooden, Ph.D.  
Ann O’Doherty, Ed.D. 
The University of Texas 
at Austin 
 

Building a Community of 
Trust through Racial 
Awareness 

Participants will engage in dialogue and active learning to 
explore issues of race, identity and privilege that impact 
schools and contribute to the ongoing achievement gaps 
between white students and students of color. The learning 
experiences demonstrated are part of an open-source module 
available free of charge at http://www.ucea.org/building-a-
community-of-trust/ 

Yes B105 

Emily Beaird, M.Ed. 
 
Director of Student 
Services, Pflugerville ISD 

A Framework for 
Understanding Poverty 
by Dr. Ruby Payne 

Do you work with families who are living in generational 
poverty? Do you know the factors that move families out of 
poverty? This presentation is based on the extensive research 
conducted by Dr. Ruby Payne. This research is used to educate 
people on the economic realities that affect our daily lives.  

Yes C101 

Bonita Homer, Ph.D. 
 
Researcher, The 
University of Texas at 
Austin 

Understanding the 
Relationship between 
Discretionary Removal 
and Marginalized 
Students 

The purpose of this presentation is to provide information to 
stakeholders about state disciplinary policy and the 
unintended consequences the policy may have on 
marginalized students (minority, ELL, and Special Education 
students). This presentation will provide statewide disciplinary 
data and statistics, as it relates to this sector of students, and 
provides recommendations for district and campus 
implementation.  

Yes C102 



Tricia Berry, MBA, 
Director, Women in 
Engineering Program 
and the Texas Girls 
Collaborative Project 
 
The University of Texas 
at Austin 

Excite Kids through 
Effective Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Math Messaging 

To change the demographics of engineers and scientists - to 
increase the diversity of those pursing science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields - the conversation 
must change. Session participants will explore the latest 
research on messaging, imagery and best practices to engage 
a diverse population of students in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. 

 

No C103 

Rebecca Embry, M.Ed. 
Admin. 
 
Advanced Academics 
Coordinator, Pflugerville 
ISD 

Identifying and Serving 
ELL Gifted Students 

While English Language Learners (ELLs) make up 18% of the 
PISD student population, they only comprise 6% of the 
students in PISD identified and served as Gifted and Talented. 
Thus, there is an identification gap between ELLs and their 
English-proficient peers. Come find out more about the 
challenges as well as the rewards associated with 
appropriately identifying and serving gifted ELLs. 

No C104 

Kathleen Galbraith, B.S. 
Ed. 
 
Dyslexia Specialist, 
Pflugerville ISD 

What is Dyslexia and 
Dysgraphia? 

Participants will learn the characteristics of dyslexia and 
dysgraphia, the laws related to dyslexia, and the intervention, 
evaluation and identification process utilized under the 
Response to Intervention framework within Pflugerville ISD.  

No C105 

Debby Krueger, B.S. Ed. 
 
Title I Parent Liaison 

Building Partnerships 
with Parents for Middle 
and High School 

Research shows that students with involved parents are more 
successful.  How do we help parents and families become 
engaged and involved with their children’s education and 
schools? Join us to explore, discuss and learn ways to improve 
parent engagement and involvement 

No C106 

Cody Fernandez, M.A., 
Secondary ESL Specialist 
 
Elizet Rodriguez, M.A., 
Coordinator of 
Multilingual Instruction 

What Every Secondary 
Teacher Needs to Know 
about Bilingual 
Education 

This presentation will give a brief overview of the history of 
bilingual education in the U.S. and provide information about 
the dual language program in PISD.  Participants will have the 
opportunity to discuss issues and concerns that surround the 
sometimes controversial topic of bilingual education.  

No C107 

Carol Fletcher, Ph.D. 
Associate Director, Texas 
Regional Collaborative, 
UT Austin  
 
Stef Paramoure 
Master Teacher,  The 
John Cooper School 

DNA is Not Your Destiny This session will help educators examine core beliefs teachers 
and students hold about intelligence based on Carol Dweck’s 
research on fixed vs. growth mindsets. Specific classroom 
activities will be modeled for helping students internalize that 
“smart is something you can get, not just something you are.” 
Door prizes will be provided.  

No D104 

Dixie Ross, B.S. 
Education and B.A. in 
English, AP Calculus 
Teacher, Pflugerville 
High School 
 
Barbara Kennedy, M.Ed. 
Admin., Coordinator for 
ELL Teacher Support 

Diversifying AP Classes 
as a Tool for Advancing 
Equity 

How can we attract and retain a population that reflects the 
diversity of our schools to our most challenging classes? What 
role do school policies, practices, and philosophy play in 
insuring that a diverse population accepts the challenge and 
accrues the benefit of Advanced Placement classes? How can 
teachers and peers support students who might struggle as 
they adjust to the greater rigor and expectations of these 
classes?  
 
Come and listen to successful AP students from 
underrepresented populations (African America, Hispanic, low 
income, learning disable, and English Language Learners) 
share their experiences and the strategies they have used to 
succeed in a challenging environment.   

No D105 

Kim Winn 
AVID Teacher, 
Pflugerville High School 
 
PHS AVID Students 

The A, B, C, Ts of AVID Students will give a brief history and data summary to explain 
the concepts behind the AVID system. Students will 
review/present Academic Rigor, the AVID binder, Cornell 
notes and tutorials. Students will share personal experiences 
and how AVID helps them succeed. 

Yes D106 



1:00 – 2:15     

Betty Jeanne Taylor, 
Ph.D. 
Director of Diversity 
Education Initiatives, UT 
Austin 

Approaching Diversity 
Conversations: Feeling 
Heard 

Effective communication is essential in all aspects of our lives. 
Engaging in dialogue, particularly around issues related to 
diversity, can expand our own self-awareness and help us 
learn from other perspectives. This session will help 
participants consider how we can effectively approach and 
engage in conversations related to diversity. 

No Lectu
re H

all 

Megan Flowers, No Place 
for Hate® Austin 
Coordinator 
 
The Anti-Defamation 
League 
 

No Place for Hate® 
 

Want to start No Place for Hate® at your campus, but don't 
know where to start? Feeling overwhelmed at the idea of 
beginning a new project at your campus? Have you already 
earned the designation one year, but you're not sure how to 
keep up the energy for a second year? This session will cover 
the steps involved in helping your school earn the No Place for 
Hate® designation, along with best practices of successful 
staff, faculty and schools. 

Yes B101 

Pamela M. Brown-Ledet  
 
Kindergarten Teacher, 
Pflugerville ISD 

Building a Children’s 
Library That Transcends 
Stereotypes 

As schools and classrooms become more diverse, the need for 
literature that reflects student interests and cultures is more 
evident.  Participants will learn to answer a series of questions 
that will result in finding excellent books for home, classroom, 
and school libraries that portray real life experiences.   

Yes B102 

Pamela Revsine, M. Ed. 
Sage Miller, M. Ed. 
 
ARD Facilitators, 
Pflugerville ISD 

Working with Diverse 
Student Populations in 
the classroom 

This presentation will address working with diverse student 
populations in the classroom.  It will address supports and 
accommodations that work best with specific populations of 
students including: Autism Spectrum Disorder, Intellectual 
Disabilities, Emotional Disturbance, Other Health Impairment 
(ADD/ADHD/Epilepsy etc.), and Specific Learning Disabilities. 
     In addition, this presentation will also include supports and 
classroom accommodations that address challenging 
behaviors that can also accompany students with diverse 
needs. 

Yes B103 

Pat Sekel, Ph.D. 
 
504/Dyslexia 
Coordinator, Pflugerville 
ISD 

“504” Ways to 
Accommodate Students 
in General Education 

For success in the regular classroom, educators must know 
how to accommodate the delivery of content, not the core 
content itself for students. A wide variety of reasonable 
accommodations for the K-12 classroom will be presented.  

Yes B104 

Debby Krueger, B.S. Ed. 
 
Title I Parent Liaison 

Building Partnerships 
with Parents for 
Elementary School 

Research shows that students with involved parents are more 
successful.  How do we help parents and families become 
engaged and involved with their children’s education and 
schools? Join us to explore, discuss and learn ways to improve 
parent engagement and involvement 

Yes C106 

Mark A. Gooden, Ph.D. 
The University of Texas 
at Austin 
 
Megan McLelland, M.Ed, 
Fulmore Middle School 
 
Bardo A. Montelongo, 
Metz Elementary School 
 
Kehinde Olowoyeye, 
M.Ed, Round Rock High 
School 
 
Tatiana Sikorsky-
Wiersema, Caldwell 
Heights Elementary 

Building a Community of 
Trust through Racial 
Awareness 

Participants will engage in dialogue and active learning to 
explore issues of race, identity and privilege that impact 
schools and contribute to the ongoing achievement gaps 
between white students and students of color. The learning 
experiences demonstrated are part of an open-source module 
available free of charge at http://www.ucea.org/building-a-
community-of-trust/ 
 

Yes B105 

Emily Beaird, M.Ed. A Framework for Do you work with families who are living in generational Yes C101 

http://www.ucea.org/building-a-community-of-trust/
http://www.ucea.org/building-a-community-of-trust/


 
Director of Student 
Services, Pflugerville ISD 

Understanding Poverty 
by Dr. Ruby Payne 

poverty? Do you know the factors that move families out of 
poverty? This presentation is based on the extensive research 
conducted by Dr. Ruby Payne. This research is used to educate 
people on the economic realities that affect our daily lives.  

Bonita Homer, Ph.D. 
 
Researcher, The 
University of Texas at 
Austin 

Understanding the 
Relationship between 
Discretionary Removal 
and Marginalized 
Students 

The purpose of this presentation is to provide information to 
stakeholders about state disciplinary policy and the 
unintended consequences the policy may have on 
marginalized students (minority, ELL, and Special Education 
students). This presentation will provide statewide disciplinary 
data and statistics, as it relates to this sector of students, and 
provides recommendations for district and campus 
implementation.  

Yes C102 

Mayra Perez, M.S., 
Assistive Technology 
Specialist 
 
Pflugerville ISD 

Student Panel: Assistive 
Technology Use in Daily 
Living 

Former and current Pflugerville ISD students will discuss 
Assistive Technology they use for daily living. The 
presentations will be followed by a question and answer time 
for session participants.  

No E101 

Heather Vaughn, M.Ed., 
Gifted and Talented Lead 
Teacher 
 
Pflugerville ISD 

Emotional Intensity: 
Understanding the 
Gifted and their Over-
Excitabilities  

This session focuses on the social-emotional aspect of gifted 
students, specifically the intense sensitivity and excitability of 
GT students. This session will cover the types of over-
excitabilities and strategies for handling over-excitable 
students in the classroom.  

No C104 

Leo Tousant, MSW, 
Connally High School, 
Pflugerville ISD 

QPR: Suicide Prevention QPR Gatekeeper is intended to teach those who are in a 
position to recognize the warning signs, clues and suicidal 
communications of students in trouble to ACT vigorously to 
prevent a possible tragedy. Participants will learn myths and 
facts about suicide and strategic steps to assist students at risk 
of self-harm to get help.  

No C105 

Ana Bowie, MSW, 
Pflugerville High School, 
Pflugerville ISD 

 The Ignored Minority: 
What are the Challenges 
for Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Transgender, 
and Questioning 
(GLBTQ) Students, 
Parents, Schools 

Schools and their professionals must be inclusive in their 
language and attitudes towards students and/or parents who 
are gay. There are ten steps educators and administrators can 
do to ensure that classrooms are safe learning environments 
for GLBTQ students.  

No D107 

Justin Porter, Director of 
Curriculum and 
Instruction 
 
Laurie Shaw, ESL 
Specialist 
Pflugerville ISD 

Multicultural Manners Come test your multicultural etiquette I.Q. This highly 
informative and entertaining session will give you the 
understanding you need and the correct behavior to use in a 
wide range of cross-cultural situations.  

No C107 

Dixie Ross, B.S. in 
Education and B.A. in 
English, AP Calculus 
Teacher, Pflugerville 
High School, Pflugerville 
ISD 

Addressing Needs of 
Underrepresented 
Learners in Advance 
Mathematics, grades 9-
12 

Math classes have a reputation for being an unfriendly 
environment for certain populations of learners. Come to this 
session to learn instructional and assessment strategies that 
have proven effective with a diverse population of learners.  

No D105 

Kim Winn, AVID Teacher, 
Pflugerville High School  
and PHS AVID Students 

The A, B, C, Ts of AVID Students will give a brief history and data summary to explain 
the concepts behind the AVID system. Students will 
review/present Academic Rigor, the AVID binder, Cornell 
notes and tutorials. Students will share personal experiences 
and how AVID helps them succeed. 

Yes D106 

 


